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There are two confirmed dead and over 
100 injured. 

The person of interest in custody is 
reportedly a 20-year-old Saudi na-
tional. Those responsible for this at-
tack of death and terror must be 
brought to justice because, Mr. Speak-
er, justice is what we do in this coun-
try. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

b 1920 

THE BOSTON TRAGEDY 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I had 
planned to come to the floor this 
evening, as we do every Monday, to 
talk about the importance of climate 
change and the importance of this 
country addressing an issue that is so 
critical in front of us. But it seems to-
night that it’s actually quite more ap-
propriate to offer my sincere condo-
lences to the people of Boston, Massa-
chusetts, but most especially to those 
who’ve been injured and lost their lives 
and to their families, and to offer up 
from the Fourth Congressional District 
and from all of us as Americans, that 
we stand united behind this city in its 
efforts to bring those who committed 
this great harm to justice, but also to 
stand with the families of first re-
sponders and all of those who are called 
to action. 

f 

THE BOSTON TRAGEDY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, earlier today, two explo-
sions tore through the finish line of the 
Boston Marathon, according to the 
Boston Police Department. These 
blasts have so far reportedly resulted 
in several deaths and perhaps more 
than 100 injuries. 

Mr. Speaker, when faced with such 
adversity, now is the time for the 
American people to come together with 
their thoughts and prayers for those 
who have been injured and those lives 
that have been so tragically lost. 

My thoughts and prayers are also 
with the Boston fire rescue and emer-
gency medical personnel that, as I 
speak, are still on the job. 

My thoughts and prayers are also 
with the Boston police and investiga-
tors, that they will quickly determine 
who is responsible for what appears to 
be a cruel, senseless, and cowardly act. 

Today marks the 238th annual Patri-
ots’ Day in Boston. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that the evil that transpired 
today will not deter the courage of 
American patriots from the past, the 
present, or the future. 

THE BOSTON TRAGEDY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it 
was my intent as well, as my colleague 
indicated, to come to the floor and dis-
cuss and urge the fast consideration of 
gun safety legislation and to speak as 
well to the jurisdictional issue of the 
Homeland Security Department work-
ing on cybersecurity. 

But I, too, believe it is most impor-
tant to offer my deepest sympathy to 
those who lost their lives in Boston on 
Patriots’ Day in this Boston Marathon 
that all the world comes to; to thank 
the first responders, including nurses 
and doctors, volunteers, marathon run-
ners, and those who came from around 
the world to be in this unifying event. 
We give to them our deepest concern. 

I express my deepest sympathy to my 
colleagues who represent the Boston 
area, to Governor Deval Patrick, and 
to those families who lost loved ones 
and those who are now lingering in 
hospital beds. I wish them well and 
stand with my colleagues as we did on 
9/11 and many other times, that those 
who perpetrated this heinous act will 
be brought to justice. 

As a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, Mr. Speaker, I also 
hope to look at venues and big events 
in the pending weeks and months so 
that we can reassess the safety and se-
curity for the American people. That is 
our charge and our responsibility, and 
I know that together we will be able to 
accomplish it. 

Again, my deepest sympathy for this 
loss. We cannot express the depths of 
the feelings of sympathy that we have. 

May God bless you, and may those 
who have lost their lives, may they 
rest in peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
ROBOTICS WEEK 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to just rise and congratulate and cele-
brate those that have been partici-
pating as a part of National Robotics 
Week this week. 

Mr. Speaker, robotics have become 
an increasingly important part of our 
lives both in the workplace and at 
home, and the opportunities for this 
exciting industry grow daily. 

Minnesota has now developed into a 
leading robotics ecosystem with dy-
namic organizations like Robotics 
Alley. Minnesota is now in the fore-
front of finding opportunities for robot-
ics innovation and growth outside their 
traditional military role. 

Last month I had a chance to visit 
the robotics lab at Weaver Lake Ele-
mentary School in Maple Grove, where 
I saw sixth grade students that were 
participating in a Google Hangout with 

NASA engineers, learning important 
engineering skills. We should inspire 
these students and others to explore 
careers in robotics and other science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
fields. 

I’m proud to say that Minnesota has 
now led the Nation in robotics innova-
tion and education, and I’d like to wish 
all the students taking part in this 
May’s Minnesota State High School 
League’s robotics competition good 
luck. 

f 

THE BOSTON TRAGEDY 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this 
was to be a happy and glorious day in 
Boston. Because of the explosions that 
were set off by evil people, at least two 
have been killed, we’re told, and scores 
of others wounded. 

Our thoughts and our prayers go out 
for those who were wounded and in-
jured and for the families of those who 
were killed. That will continue as the 
hurting continues, and may God help 
us to respond in a proper manner. 

f 

THE COMING EFFECTS OF THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SALMON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the House leadership for allowing me 
to utilize this hour to talk about some 
of the coming effects of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

THE BOSTON TRAGEDY 

Mr. BURGESS. First, I do want to 
take a moment and join with so many 
of my colleagues who have just spoken 
on the floor in acknowledging the sac-
rifices that were made by first respond-
ers, people who ran toward the sound of 
the destruction this afternoon in Bos-
ton; and I certainly would recognize 
that even now, at this late hour, doc-
tors and nurses are working in the 
emergency rooms in Boston to try to 
provide comfort to the afflicted and 
save life and limb for those who were 
damaged this afternoon, an act so as-
tonishing in its cruelty, it is difficult 
to comprehend. 

Mr. Speaker, in 51⁄2 short months 
from right now, October 1, 2013, the full 
effects of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act are going to start 
to be felt around the country. It’s im-
portant that we take a few moments 
this evening and think about the road 
ahead, think about the things that are 
supposed to come online on October 1, 
and think about the contingencies if 
those things are not able to be accom-
plished. 

It was just a few weeks ago in this 
town when speaking to the American 
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